20 


— 


20, 1920 / Carr 172 þ #30) Sp 


'EPISTLES 


JAMES NAYLOR. 


An Epiſtle to ſeveral Friends about Wakefield. 


AMES a Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt, unto all that love the 
Appearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt every where, . Grace 
and Peace be multiplied from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; My dear Hearts, you whom the 
Lord hath manifeſted ſo much Love unto, as to call you 

out of Sia and Death, and the World, all the Delights and 
-Pleaſures of the World, which Fades away, up to himſelf, 
where is Joy unſpeakable, Pleaſures and Riches that endure for 
Evermore. Dear Friends, Watch and be Sober, that you may 
hear the voice of your Beloved when he calleth, and let not 
the precious profers of the Love of God be tendred in vain ; 
while you, have an Ear open to the World, you cannot hear the 
'3 Voice of God, ſo that you have been made to'groan under it": 
How long have you been deceived by it, all your time promiſing 


& Peace, Fulneſs, and Satisfa&tion ; but have been brought to cry 


out of Oppreſſion and Deceit, and your Cries are come before 
the Lord of Sabbaths, whois your Reſt, and he is now appeared 


© 23 to Deliver you, and ſet you free from Bondage, that you may 


ſerve him alone. And now take heed of conſulting with your 
Old Maſter ; hath the Lord been ſo Mercifol unto you, as that 
he hath ſet your Faces out. of Sodom and Foyer towards: the 
promiſed Land, Oh take heed of looking back, leſt you be taken , 

A | | Captive, 


* 
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Captive, and led back again, and fo you come ſhort of Redemp» 
tion, *and your” Faith” fart yon; -and fo you come ſhore of --the 
Promiſe,” for Unbelief cannot enter into the Reſt ; but you, 
Dear Friends, put on Reſblution, put on Strength, be Valiaat 
for your Freedom, caſt off every Weight, follow your Captain 
the Lord Jeſos Chriſt, who tgr the joy {ct before him, endured 
the'Croſs, deſpiſed the Shathe, and.  enter'd into Reſt and 
Glory. Take heed bf haltiag between God and the World ; 
what agreement can there be, or what Peace, while you are 
Married to the World ? Your thoughts turn in thither, and 
you are Adulterated from God, "who gives you all good things, 
as ſo many tokens of his Love ;, hereby is the broken Language 
brought forth, and you cannoy ſpeak the pure Language of the 
Land of Reſt. And while you give way to that in you,” which 
teads you"to” look back to what is behind you; you keep your 
ſelves in the Wilderneſs and Darkneſs, and loſe your way, and 
know not where you are; Grieving the Holy Spirit of the Lord 
which hath appeared unto you, to Guide you: But (Oh Friends !) 
mind your Guide, and follow him ; Ariſe, 'Shine, your L. 
l 


come,. and the Glory of the Lord is rifcn npon you, the Neghe 
is far ſpeat, the Day is at hand, even the Day of Son's Deliver- 
ance; Ariſe, come away all you that love her, come off 
the World aad. Worldly thidgs, come into the Life, lie no 
logger in Death and Dead things. Awake-thoy that Sleepeſ, 
and ſtand up from the Dead, that Chriſt may. give thee Light-: 
Come forth, come forth of all Created things, witneſs'your 
Redemption from the World, that you areR ed from-the 
Earth up/ to God, out of all reds, Tongue: People” and 
Pronouns, to Reign ogy and Prieſts for Ever, ' above the 
orld, Sin, and Death; . Triumphing and Treading2upon all 
that would take you Canes This is the Day of your Deliver- 
2i:ce, own it with the Loſs of all Fading Pleaſures, 'miake kt ap- 
pear to all the World, this.is the Day you waited for, even 
the Day of. your., Joy, but of the Worlds Sorrow: . A Day of 
Blackneſs and Gloomineſs, a Day;of Fear and Trouble v6 them 
that Oppreſs. you 3.4 Day wherein the Ringdom of Feſts Chriſt 
ſhall be Ex#lted, - ant all-the Kingdenis atid Powers of the Earth 

- Shaken; a-Day whereia the Lord will Avenge the Power- of 
him that is too ſtrong for you: Rejoice, Rejoice ye Meek of the 

c 


Earth, Shout for Joy ye poor Delpiſed ones, whom Free: 
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thren have: trodea. upon, and have caſt you ont, and you have 
been fuade their Mocking-ſtock for the Truths ſake, Sing and 
Rejoige, the Voice of a King is amongſt you, and he will Marry 

ou to himfſelt in Rightecufneſs, Purity and Holineſs, and will 
'Rejoice over you, as a Bridegroom over the Bride, and you ſhall 
be for a Crown of Glory in the hand of the Lord, and a Royal 
Diadem inthe hand of your God. O my dear Rearts, my defire 
to God for you all, is, that you might come to fee what un- 


Mpeakable Riches is laid up for you in Jeſus Chriſt, which is hid 


om all Fleſh, aeither can they ſee it who live after the Fleſh ; 
and while they continue their Love to the World and Worldly 
things, they keep out the Manifeſtation: of the Father's Love, 
for their Hearts cannot receive both: Now ſhew your ſelves 
Wiſe Men, chooſe that which is Eternal, here is Light and Life 
tendred you in Jeſus Chriſt, freely our of the Father's Love, 
freely receive Life- and Love, and ſhew ferth Life and-Love to 
God again, by giving up to him all you have, and all you are 
for Chriſt's ſake, that ſo you may come to receive all again with 
Chriſt, who is the fulneſs of the Father's Love, and in. him. are 
all good things needful for this Life, and that which is to come, 
even the earneſt of your Inheritance, which none can take from 
you; which being received, you ſhall never hunger more, ha- 
ving a Well-ſpriag within, even the Witneſs of Eternal Life and 
Loye; and as Chriſt Appears, who is our Life and Loye, ſo ſhal 
Life and Love Appear, Spring, Bloſſom, ;aud brjag. farth Fruit 
towards God and Mag; that ſo being raiſed with:him from Death 
and Dead Works,, you may henceforth Live unto God, and 
being brought into Oneneſs with him, and Purity, and Holineſs, 
you may. be one. your ſelves, of one Heart and one 
Mind, . ſpeaking: one 2nd the ſelf fame thing, and having the 
ſame care-one- for, another, as for, your ſelves. © And take heed 
that there be .not-jn any of you, a Principle of Self-love, which 
will lead to Separation. and Diviſion, caſting a ſtumbliag block 
in the way of the Simple; and fo they that are Weak may be 
Detiled and turngd- back into the World. And | beſcech you 
Brethren, that yBu mark them that'once ſet their Faces towards 
Sion, but not being willing to deny the World, and take up the 
Croſs, have conſulted with Fleſhand Blood, and turned back into 


- Egype again z of ſuch take heed, knowing that the ſame Spirit 


that hath wrought in them Deceitfully, will aot ceaſe to work 
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by them to Deceive others to maintain its own Kingdom ; but 
you ſtanding faſt in the pure Light of Chriſt, ſhall ſee whither 
thoſe-Return, and the cauſe of their Returnings, and that the 
end of ſuch is worſe than the beginning ; but there will be ſuch, 
that they who are approved may be made manifeft. But you my 
Brethren, be ye fo far from following ſuch, that their falling 
away, may cauſe you to watch and ſearch by what Power you 
ſtand, and ſo a pure fear may be preſerved -in you, by which 
you may be kept in the way that leads to the Crown which is 
Immortal: For it is he that overcomes that muſt wear the Crown, 
wherefore faint not, [nor think any thing hard the Lord calls 
you unto, nothing muſt Suffer 'but that which is to Die, that 
gu" Souls may Live: Oh your light AfﬀiQion worketh for you 

r moreexcecding weight of Glory, while you keep your Eye to 
that which is Inviſible ! wherefore give up your ſelves to his will 
in all things: Stand ih the will of God in your preſent Condition, 
you are my joy in the Lord; les my bowels be refreſhed to hear 
of your Stedfaftneſs and Growth in the Truth : Take heed of 
propounding ends to your ſelves in any thing, for that leads out 
ofi the way of God, and gives way to your own Wiſdom; and 
ſo you ſeek to preſerve that Alive which is appointed for Death, 
and ſo you maintain War agaiaſt God, and know it not; and in 
this condition you can have no Peace, while the Enemies are ia 
Arms againſt your Peace. Oh! dear Friends, you are in my 
Heart, my Prayer to God for yow is, that you may be kept blame- 
leſs &o the coming of onr 'Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bleſſed for Ever. 


F. H. My fellow Priſoner, and dear Companion in the Lord Salutes you 


all : Ceaſe not to Pray for us, that we may be kept to his Praiſe, 
who hath counted us worthy to Suffer for his'/Name, we are well 
and ia great Peace, kept in our Father's Love above all ; we are 
often brought to ſtand and wonder how we-are kept in the midſt 
of the Fire, and not Conſumed ; and the more'that the Enemy 
Rages, the more are we kept in-Peace within : Here are ſtrange 
Devices uſed to inſnare us, to get ought againſt us (true or falſe) 
but all is ordered by a power the World knows not, God is our 
Strength; Rejoice with us all, dear Friends, and Praiſe his Name 
for Evermore, for he is worthy, for his Mercy endures for Ever. 


ye James NarLoR. 

A Priſoner at Appleby in Weſtmore- 

ls Truths ſake, 1653, *© 
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To at Dear BRETHREN. aud 
FRIENDS 27: Holderneſs, aud 
in the Eaft Parts of Yorkſhire. '** 


E AR Friends, I Rejoice in-you, as you are entred into the 
Love of the Truth, and have-owned the Vaice that calls 
out of the Darkneſs that. is over: all the Earth, to ſet. your 
Faces towards Sion 'the City of Everlaſting Light : And now 
mind your Way, and the Light that is given to Guide you in the 
Way, to keep your. Eye to the Light, that it may lead you 
throngh all the Viſible things of the World, and as you paſs 
through you may ſtaad ſinglein the Mind unto, God, not turging 
to'the right or left Hand, where lies the Temptation, nor look- 
ing-back, which lays you open to be Aſſaulted afraſh-by; thoſe 
Evils'you had once eſcaped from ; but keeping the Eye tawards 
the Mark, paſs on, leaving'and forgetting: what is behind, and 
Treading and. Trampling under your Feet; what the Enemy 
ſhall lay as ſtumbling blocks in your way, which your. Carnal 
Eyes; or Ears,. or Hearts would: be cloſing with, for the Ter 
ration lies in the Carnal things, and there is the Bondage of the 
Creature to things that are Corrupt, from which Bondage, from 
Sin and Corruption, the Lard is now Appeared, that in the 
Light he may Redeem and -lead out of it, all that. will own and 
follow him, and this Light and. Redemptioa is in his Son,” whom 


he is about to Exalt, in.wbich Exaltation a ſtrange and; mighty 
'Work is tobe brought to:paſs, whereat all hat ſtand-not in. bis 


Counſel and Fear, and to whom he ſhall nog Reveal his Secrets, 
fhall be offerided,' for all that is exalted ſhall be laid low and deba-Þ 
ſed, the Wiſdom.'of the Wiſeſhall come. co nought,,. aud |the 
Underſtanding of ,the Prudent ones ſhall be | hid,, Riches and 
Honours ſball fajh. to-Duft,;from, whence they-came; .and. the 
Worſhip of the World ſhall become Filthineſs, ' the Gods of the 
Heathens ſhall be Famiſhed with looking for- Worſhip, but ſhall 
get none, and the ſtrongeſt of them ſhall not be able 9, arg 
nſelf; 


(6) 
himſelf ; for the Lord will bring down all Heightsand Mountains 
into the Valleys, for in the Valley of Jcho/apbat he will plead 
with all Fleſh, which hath ſcattered the Seed of the Covenant : 
And now dear Frigads, here is your Peace and Bleſſedneſs, that 
you' Silence all Fleſh,} and ceaſe from:your awd. Wikdem, . and 


ive over your Imaginatzans about thg-yhipgs of e out 
the Lots of-the World, akd par 4 ou P TE things, 


and prepace tp.meetthe Lard ; caſt off all your idols that haye had 
your Heatts, a put fv Fab b of a Imquities 
from before your Faces, and give up all that will not that he 
ſhould Reign'over them; that/his Enemics may be your Enemies, 
for in Judgment and Righteouſneſs is he come. our, to be Aven- 
ged' upon the 'Unrightsous Seed; and now-ftand 'in the: Lighe, 
that a ſeperatioa may: be 'niade in you, the: Precious from the 
Vile, that a true favour may ariſe, that you may know your 
Calling and EleRion, what is called, and what you ate to come 
-out of, leſt you ſtay in any of that to which the Plagues is, for 
| this is the cauſe-of your Suffering, not diſcerning in the: pure 
Wiſdom, what that Antichriſt or exalted Spiriz is, that is; gat 
/ | into the Seatiof God; and ſhews himſelf to be as God, whoſe King- 
"i dom ſtandsin the Wikiom,Glory and Riches of the World,where- 
) at all that knowsnot the true God in Spiritask Counte]; therefore, 
# .dear Friends, -look not out igto the Viſible things,: for there heis 
readyto preſent toyou falſe Voices, and Vifions,. Lying-wanders, 
total out the vain Mind into the Liberty and Boaſting of: high 
things, in Words without Power ; butwhile fuc 'Liberty, 
they are.in Boadage, in Mind, to Corrupt and Fadi ings, and 
while theſe are- Head in the Creature, there is nor:Redemption : 
For the Bonds of Iniquity are unlooſed, and-the pure feed is 
oppreſſed, and-the Plagues muſt. paſs npon that Nature, there- 
fore ſink down into the: Sufterings and Death, chat you may 
find'the Door whereat to Eater, . for there is a Vale of Tears to 
paſs thorow, you ſhall find your ———_ where 
you ſhall drink of the Water of Life, and:find Refreſhment, 
and grow from Strength to Strength, till you-come- up to Sion: 
faſt; take heed of Words without Life, ſpoken from the 

yea 
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benfions 4 for that Feeds not the pure Seed, but Feeds 
ifdom which is above, and the Itching Ears, and ſo the 
pure is covered with Earth, and the Fowls of .the Air is fed, and 
no Fruit is brought forth to Perfetion, and take heed of that 

| | Nature 
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Natore that\woyld know- more than God is willing -t6 Reveal; 
for you ſhall find' that nnwilling to obey what it knows} id 
take heed-of that which delires to appeat before-Men to 'be:com- 
mended, for that- ſeldom ' deſerves Praiſe of God; 'and lev n 
Godly Conyerſation declare 'what is within, and know oat anv- 
ther in Spirit,” and not jn- Word, and meer often rogatier;/ and 
wait upon God {for his Tedching alone)in'u Croſst5 your own. 
Wills, for therein i the Setrets of 'God Revealed: "La Love 
abound it you one towards another,” without bellg Partial; 
and [| befeech = by theLove of God, that you hak not between 
God and orld ; but as you Prifeſs that yov are not of 'the 
Work, To tet your Converfation he'gut-of t$Faſhivns) Culomy; | 
and Traditions, and Covetots Praftifes, that it may dapper you 
are marked out for the Lord's, and that you are not aſhamed to- 
own that which differs, and ſo walk, as not.to. cilt an/ offence 
on the Goſpel, - that yau become» not a ſcore; to Fools, but let 
Wiſdom be juſtified of her Children, and take. heed of that 
which Foe be gxalced above oghers, Teaching and Talking 
of thibgs without Life y abd you that would be counted ſome- 
body, let ſuch firſt learn to waſh the Fees of them they would 
be above, and he that would be Greateſt, let him be Seryant 
to alt, f&r'it by rhe HutnHle, and not the High Spirits thatare 
Taught of Gdd,” and fich © walk, as thetr Lives and Pradtiſes 
Teactr ant Judge, af Valti, Littir, ant Heſs thy: aims! 'and 
mind how you grow out of the Earth, and one of t which is 
ia the Enmity ;z and until you be brought out of the Love of all 
Viſible things, and wholly infolded into the Love of God, you. 


cannot witneſs Redemption, nor receive the true Joy that ariſeth 
in the Manifeſtation of the Love, for itis only he thatis brought 
up out of the Death to Reign over it, whoſe Heart is come 
out of the Unrighteous Mammon, who is entred into the King- 
dom of Righteouſneſs, Joy and Pearxe;- and as you ariſe out of 
the Earthly Bondage, you ſhall witneſs the glorious Liberty, 
and ſo come to know your own Meaſures, every one in particular 
to improve it, and not to boaſt above it in another Man's Line 


"—+ and ſo you will come to ſee by what Power you ſtand in your 


Warfare, how far you are Conquerors, and who is your Enemy 
at prefent,-and-f5"veavre rs give att Accounr f 
your Faith, and,how you grow from Faith to Faith : And dear 
Friends,” wKfrvver gop aumber, Bxhorny RrptaveHAdmoniſh 
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in, pure Love:and Meekneſs, of Spiris, leaſt you alſo. be Tempted, 
- and all knowzithat you are ſet as a City on a Hill, as Signs to this 
Generation ; -therefore lite up your Light to all the World, 
that all Mouths may be Stopped,. and Hearts Convinced ; . ſo 
that all that ſee. you, may ſee you to be Children of Light, and 
being Judged ;by you, may. be aſhamed, of their, deeds of Dark- 
nels, tor. great | is the- work, of the Lord, and Pleſſed are they 
that are. found; Faithful! in /it,. ia what is committed to them. 
Farewel, dear Hearts,. and the. Lord God Almighty Bleſs, 
Proſper, and Preſerve you Pure-and Clear unto. his Kingdom, 
Amen. - My Love in the Lord Salutes you all, and if my Father 
Prone, I: ſhall: be glad to ſee your Faces in the Fleſh; but his 
'ul is, my- Peace, who is Bleſſed for Eyermore. 


IVristen from Nuby the laſt Day 
of the Seventh Momb, 1653, 
A. Lover of your Souls, 


JaMEs NAYLOR. 


: The Work of the Lord is great in thoſe Parts, and he carries 
it on with a High Hand, having got himſelf the Victory. - 
Praiſe the Lord with u, all that know. him, who' is warthy, ever 
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him alone for Ever. 
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